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Gunns .. bosses .couldgetrefund .over .failed prosecution
NICK CLARK

GUNNS Ltd directors could
have their legal costs reim­
bursed to the tune of tens of
thousands of dollars after a
failed Workplace Standards

Tasmania prosecution against
them.

The Workplace •Standards
Tasmania prosecution of
Gunns directors John Gay,
Robin Gray, Robin Holyman,
Richard Millar, Comelis van

der Kleyand Christopher
Newman collapsed because di­
rectors cannot be charged as
employers.

After the case was dis­
missed, counsel for the Gunns
directors, David Gunson, SC,

and Ross Ray,QC, applied for
costs.

Magistrate Zygmunt Szram­
ka found that each director
was entitled to have his costs
assessed as 80 per cent of
Supreme Court Schedule 1.

In the same hearing yester­
day, Mr Szramka fined Gunns
Ltd $7500 after it pleaded guilty
to one count of failing to
maintain plant in a safe condi­
tion in June 2007.

The fme related to an inci-

dent in which an employeelost
the tip of his left-hand ring
finger on an unguarded saw.

Mr Szramka said there was
.potential for serious injury
although the injury was at the
lower end of the scale.

Strate
to hunt
foxes in
suburbs
TASMANIA'S fox eradication
team yesterday assessed
options for tackling foxes in
urban areas.

Department of Primary In­
dustries and Water's fox erad­
ication program manager,
Alan Johnston, said yester­
day's workshop involved
DPIW stalf,pest management
officers from Melbourne, Syd­
ney and Brisbane and local
Government representatives.

"There's a need to develop
an urban response plan specif­
ic to Tasmanian conditions,
because of physical evidence
offoxes collected in the Burnie
and Spreyton areas," he said.

"This year four scats col­
lected in the Burnie area and
five in the Spreyton area have
been independently identified
as fox-positive scats."

Mr Johnston said tradition­
al methods of detecting and
removing foxes, used in
sparsely populated areas,
wouldn't work in towns and
cities with large numbers of
properties and domestic
animals.

"Foxes are an incredibly
adaptable animal and the evi­
dence from the mainland
shows how they can survive
just as well in urban areas as
they can in the rural environ­
ment," Mr Johnston said.

"They iare efficient scav­
engers and urban areas pro­
vide them with abundant
sources of food, including rub­
bish and pet food."

Possible fox sightings or
activity can be reported on
1300 FOX OUT or 1300 369688.
• The Fox Eradication
Branch is investigating a re­
ported sighting of a fox in the
Tamar Valley area after a
number of fowls were killed.

LAB FANS: Grade 4 students at Goulbum Street Primary School, from left, Flnbar Morrissey, Anna Jamison, Maeve Cullen,
and Evan Reid, all 10, cook up an experiment in their science class. Picture: LEIGH WINBURN
principal education officer encouraging teachers in pri- Tasmanian· Chamber of "It is pleasing to see that
science Denise Devitt said the mary schools to do more Commerce chief executive our students are no longer on
result showed efforts to lift science teaching," she said. Damon Thomas also wel- the bottom rung of education
the amount and standard of "We're very pleased with comed-the result performance," he said.
primary science teaching the result, particularly with He said the report showed More than 400 Tasmanian
were paying off. year four. What we would Tasmania had achieved the students from 30schools were

"We've put quite a lot of hope is that the results will strongest improvements of all among the 4000 students
effort into professionalleam- carry through into secondary Australian .states and terri- tested nationwide as part of
ing around science and to schools." tories since 1995. the study.

DAVID KllUCK

TASMANIAN schools har­
bour more than their fair
share of budding scientists,
the latest round of testing has
found.

The Trends in Inter­
national Mathematics and
Science Study found 14 per
cent of the state's Grade 4
science students were at an
"advanced international stan­
dard" and 43 per cent
achieved the "high inter­
national" benchmark - the
highest percentage in the na­
tion.

In New South Wales and
Victoria, 13per cent of Grade
4 students reached the ad­
vanced benchmark, while in
the Northern Territory and
Queensland, only 6 per cent
and 4 per cent, respectively,
were deemed advanced.

The testing was done in
2006 but the results were
released only yesterday. It
found improvements in aver­
age achievement in science in
both Grade 4 and Year 8,
ranking .the state third and
sixth respectively.

"This is a heartening result
and one I hope we can contin­
ue to improve on," said Pre­
mier and Education Minister
David Bartlett. "It shows our
record investment in educ­
ation is starting to payoff."

The result comes after a
strong performance by Grade
6 students in the National
Science Literacy Sample As­
sessment and strong im­
provements in literacy and
numeracy testing.
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Bose" Companion 3 II$399 e
Featuringpatented Truespace? signal
processing circuitrythat delivers a
wide, richlydetailed soundstage from
only two visiblespeakers, this speaker
system is ideal for use with computers
and personal audio players.
The system's elegant design will
complimentalmost any desktop,
while requiring minimum space.

Toshiba XV50081cm (32")

lCD television $999 e
~ Hi'Def integrated tuner
~ Contrast ratio 30,000 to 1

~ 2 HDMl inputs
~ Fast reponse time
~ Great value

TOSHiBA

@ Bose" SoundDock
Portable . $496

A new standard in iPodspea:kers:
high performance that's also portable.

-BD5~

G Bose" In-Ear headphones $149
Offering a remarkable levelof
performance you'd expect from much
larger headphones, the Bose" in-ear
headphones offer lifelike sound from
small, compact headphones,

G B~se® On-Ear headphones $199
Bose" audio performance in a
comfortable on-ear headphone
design. Lifelike clarityand range that
is remarkable for headphones this
size. Fold-flat earcups and collapsible
headband for on-the-go convenience.

,ll,ij'r'Durdigital music.A!llw~ryourhallie.'"

Sonos: wireless music
everywhere.
Add music to practicallyany room
in your home: the bedroom, the
backyard, even the bathroom:"
Save $585 when you purchase
the Sonos 120 Christmasbundle
at Quantum.
You get two Zone Player120'S,

a RemoteControllerand a FREE
Charging Cradlefor just $2599.
Butbe quick.Thisoffer goes
off the air on December 24.

'Up to 32 rooms.

+
"1-


