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Wilderness wisdom' ‘4% r.e
from firm believer

Director a
supporter of
States’ rights

By IL
IT may seer diction,
but donathan u‘r.-‘.w e Focont
W-appointed national director

e e e i
As gnch Mr Woet's rale as

political uctivist in secki

'I’Ilm:zlllf'x Orestry operatians

could be peresieed
Fekng in Seaflie with Lot

According to Mr Wost, how-
ever, those who beliese this are
misguided and don't uneritand
the " differemce State
end Federal responsibilitics,
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it .‘j "imal

Mt exench -
ine with the mjoriey willof iy

it hot seelcng Ly take on
powers, and in fact
.

new
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ociety’s
director

® Ms dJunathan West ... belioves that public attitudes
changing

Afrer travelli round A
alia with Tands armed aa his

arious edd jobs, Mr West be.
wme Involved with the Wilder-
ess Society in 1082 aad was

:na..tl nl.lism- & for ihe
wstraliun
8 oaservation

o
oot o lenoea ok af Pedecul
Caben wha 1s mov the lonoer)
SOrvisg Environment Minisier
in Australia's "‘“"2.‘" Mr West
fakd 3% believe die secona
ongest servin nmen
iz s Ths Mﬂ["l::: e
asma’s i
Rt ia’s Minsster for

Cest juined Mr Cohe
stafl s sonlor policy sdvieee ot
;.‘:l ‘ﬂ“mnm-;j‘h 1984 whane

until e
by the Wilderness s':f:n:cﬁ
Treceame iy nationa director.
He bought 2 house in Dya.
n¥rne tws years age and likes
fo call himself a naturalised
‘Tasmanian.

Me Weal juined the society
because he believes it is the
mast effective arganiction in

Lo
sy, e gt
Wonship with natre.

“And, that's what veally
counts,” he said. “It' wh
ot bl bm -3 n.“-?
not’ wiket “happens

burcaueraey. T e

Mr West belioves that publie
atiitides are chasging,

that these auisades ate seoiing

n

o amung governmen.

how thess attiudes can be re-

Els:uli i government action,”

e

Whether or not yo
with Mr West's Vi!y\:: :ﬂli’i‘ﬁ
moru will bo heard of him in (he
romiag montac.

resigns

! By Ann Hunt J

HOBART — The director of the Wildernass
Saciety, Mr Wast, has only &
week before crucial hearings by the Helsham
Cammission of Inquiry dacide ths fate of Tas-
mania's forasts,

And the surprise resdgnation leaves the Wilderness
Soelety withowt a fgurebead a fortnight before the
High Court battle over Tasmania's right to log its
Torests.

Mr West is expecied lo amnounce his stepping-
down within the next few days and sources say his
position will be lefl vacanl for up Lo two months till &
suilable replacement 1s found.

During those two months the battle for the State's

will be wan ar lost,

[t s belleved Mr West has resigned to toke up post
graduate studies in public administration at Harvard
University,

Mr Wesl yesterday was reldelant Lo eomment 6a
hiz resignation, ssying an official annauneament woald
‘be made gnd & Fress release isswed “within the next
couple of days™,

The best-known {m{ﬁﬁbaﬁﬂrﬂ%&ﬁﬂﬂ!mﬁ
Seciely, Tadepemden HA Dr rown, Wl
headed the society during its successful Franklin Dam
campaign, last night said he did not wish Lo resume the
directorship which he gave up In 1954,

., Dr Brown
naid he would mot hesitate
to “haip out in an emerg,
eney’

"1 won't take up the
Eun.l.nn of director again,
ut [ will be right there in
the thick of th shauald
they (members of the
Wildermess Soclety) wanl
me." he said
Dr frown said there
were about 12 poteatlal
direciors,

It was “quite lkely"
a Tasmanian could fill the
vacancy.

“‘However, il is a
mormal course of events
for the position in be ad-
wvertised inlerstate,” Dr
Brown said.

ILis believed a likely
Tasmanian candidate
wauld be high-profile
comservationist, Mr Bob
Burton,
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ragrinrat} ead other reeldena

the wad & Phamers 'L'||I|I|||||'||u.'_ T MNowenher,

{REY Phaea: Fetl Aenmbder The Fasmimer

Frics Bobinres chaived ve AFPM praficn o Prizacom

Squnaw, 27 Noctnbar, | 358
Fharm: el wambier, The Exenuncr

Biaieris 1 i
rivsel acting ag tye
medin liison person
Far the Lemaathyme
LemicasTralion., ]
memember attomd ng
et r\-g'\ “F n
Railtan with sy kaby
0 aug.'lll'r Fern whn
pot caifed adom
From pillar o post., 1
remember he sitting
i il pihle ol o

v le ot ¢ Wikl uesa
Society State meeting
i Jelf Vs
& 5t Marvs, She was
|'|1.n|1|'ing_' away arxd

Dby B fan was

wni's plice

raying, "This & oot
mp[u:gu_‘-rl tro be w
||ul_'|i'-ll; mealicn Wy

In Tasmiunda. Federal Ministe
For the Ensvdeapsasnl, Scuator
Graham Ricvardson, was in the
asevnidam v, Premier Roblh
Grm, in'a caleulare] [|||'|I|!|'J.|
myoe, put the balldseers in to
Jackeys Marsh two weeks afier
ther were Hated on the interim
liat of the Mational Estats.

Al this puint the shiy
well-and troiv hit the fanl We
Wi -.'unmJ..:uuu:ng both at a
staty |evel sl the nitonal
lewel; we had Tobbyiss in the
Mlntster's olllce: we had a
nivtioasal liaison offlcer in
Carberra also on side amd
|||1;L-r1.|1|u||||i_l the issies; and at
Hariigs
Cogumilasion was on shde s

that poine tha

well, Evervhody was realy
when' thex came In 1o Jackeys
Marsh which besame the foos
of national sttention,”

carte] our kils
around; GUr campagming
lsocariiz pari 6o vanr Lamuily [
bt it was preny streasul. By
the time- the second Jackeys
AMarsh demons raun came up
| was pregnant with my secood
chald wnd ¢ bureauerat from
the Ausrralion feriage
Commrission was staying with
s froor a |ll'1l'|'|L'|:-t |uu'u_|'|g a
the values of e area

sean had culivared &
gooil melationskip with o Hason
officer in-Canberra and the
Director of the Widerness
Society at thar time was a
Fl.'rl-:-r:ai Frienad, v had very
cunmtted [.H."L'J\]t within
Jackeyy Marsh who were
|1'n!p.|.rr'|l (5] lL‘.t\'El:.' sicp
lozsing on the site, so basfcally
the campatgn was neallr
snrreasful ecmise nFrnurn:I
oft all deose bevels: We had the
Inabeying going in Canberra

W

MNeil Bang i ihe
Bhnio- Band Srambder. This Freamamer

rry Sagarioaf lugging wie, [0 Noeenber, [936

.

The Wilderncn Socicsy acted
m medin lialson, puttiag cut all
car press releases and we haid
Wildirncas Socicty peplé heré
I3 Jackevs Marsh (o droves,
Far twr wezks we ran &
Fall-cny comipaign, based a1 a
Fouse called Wiliteena with
feape guing from there inin
the luggring sitcs. Dapite the
Fet that 3ok Hawke bad
rodmized thete'd be no more
bagglag b the Maclonal Cstate
Farescs, we got sold cut in
Canberra, thanks to the efarts
eff Juan Kerin, 1oatarted 1o
bk as i we were going 1o
basee it apaine ot which paine
Bk B it aad
Jomathon West, won was then
Director of the Wildernes
Eocicty, sl I‘:nr:- andel  FTHeret

aly ane shlep thars geng 1 e

thie, cnd that’s i everyone ic che
ralley getd aviesied’

Thit's where the politics
put r=ally hard it's one thing
P comnnbtted aciivias to Lad]
cut taere and stand o froot o
Falldeers with their non

ahuabeind aticain Liaa

K Il wan
mother tilng for a lon of thes:
peope ti stand ooand gt
woiened sl g e o] fun e
[aress, Two of them worked
& dactors in the own, some @
s lers, a b of thess wos kel
it hospitzls; or for transport
companie, The peopls were
varneivil i saving the
bress, There were perhips
dhoagt 25 adults |:|'i1|g her=
o thar time, a borof them
catight wp b el kids, 3z we
were There was-one groap
wha e olng to e arreseil
mud another proup who had
ceves corsidered thar they

rr|i£_|11 have w tobee this kind of
action. There wire alao peaple
from overseis who were prtty
mp\.iatiutu o whe husl taken
part b amtl-nockear deman
stradon:.”

Bean: "Bab Brown had done a
prefty anaring job of heing
supportive 1 the loal

corr ity snd mmyving ina
man-presurng. way: “Look
Vou oe gring 1o hawe to s
thi="  And | car rememser
greg ta o meetiag and jue
saying “Look this is the anly
1I:.-I|1.g-|h:r'-u gl 1ok il " dnd
they said, 'OK, I've-never dose
amyihing like this - my [ite
befire lut Im going e do
this '

Gaod feeling was
generated, A whale commundty
had empowcred feself o act
aml we ranp up the :uggmg
conractor aad mid, "The
while valley Andy, & poing 1o
e | [T e P T e o 114 A
to move, We're poing to have
1o ke arrested.”

"l ||..-|:'|\. ians rang up
anel concractor Andy Padpent
said tor them, ‘T dean't want i
g in there, | dim't wani ta
have amything to do with thiy

Andd the paliticiang saic,
oa've Eor e g b tlaire;
can't let these prn]'ull* et awa
with this.”

% wrm vt thare, 411
strung cat; we blocked the
legging rond Lo Warners
Sugarlosf. | stayed with twn
others and 2id child carg

T he ITHageTY that ame
ot of that action wis some of
thie best we've cver wen, i
Was r'1'|||; I|r|n__|| Ll amid
cormmitled, [t was VT
;.-cu,ltrul very positive, Wher




helsham: an analysis

Alis]tair Gralna,m

My first visit to Tasmania
was from New Zealand when 1
was working on the Antarctic
minerals regime and the
Tasmanian Government hosted
one of the negotiating rounds.
I was the NGO representative
on the New Zealand delegation.
That was in 1985, when the Gray
Government had just
announced the fast track
legislation for the Electrona
smelter.

Bob Burton was involved with the
campaign. Subsequently he made an
appointment to come and see me when |
was Director of Fund for Animals at Manly
in Sydney. He knew 1'd had lots of forestry
experience in New Zealand and he literally
asked me if I'd come down. I just said, ‘Yes,’
having in mind that Tasmania would be a nice
place to be and to live.

With an Honours Degree in
Agricultural Forest Sciences from Oxford in
the early 1970s, 1 absorbed the intellectual
stuff about forests and forestry very quickly
because I was thrown into the Helsham
[nquiry. It took me a lot longer to get into
the sociology and politics of Tasmania and
the conservation movement, My first inkling
of what was ahead for me came from the
grapevine.

Not only was [ going to organise
things in the Helsham Inquiry but I was the
designated replacement for Jonathan West.
People in Sydney said, ‘Do you realise what
you're letting yourself in for?’ | had no idea
what [ was letting myself in for! [ had only
the dimmest perceptions that The Wilderness
Society existed at this stage.

[ came down in August 1987. 1
remember it was bit‘terly' bit‘ter]y cold. I had
a couple of meetings with Jonathan and also
the President of ACF at the time, Hal
Wootten. Getting the evidence together for
the Helsham Inquiry was mainly the work
of Hal, although the political work to create

the opportunity was the significant
contribution of Jonathan West. It was through
Hal that we got John Basten in — a bright
young barrister out of Sydney who organised
things and was willing to put the emphasis
in the right place,

The conservation movement got
Commonwealth funding and my job was to
organise the spending of that money. The
nexus between Jonathan West, Joan Staples
and Craig Emerson was enormously
powertul. You make your own luck, You werk
with the opposition you have. Jonathan was
known and trusted within Labor party
circles. I couldn’t do those sort of things.
My energy went into networking the
movement as a whole, so that when we
wanted help the movement responded,

The two key people wha did most of
the bread and butter work were Sean
Cadman and Grant Dixon. In terms of the
case for World Heritage, we divided up the
work. Sean had the job of getting the
scientists together who could say things about
the biological and cultural characteristics of
the area. Grant did the geological
characteristics. They made the contacts with
the scientists and worked with them,
organising their appearances, working with
John Basten on the proof of evidence and
understanding, so we could cross examine
them to bring out the crucial points. It was
a team of four who were the core of the
input. It was a great team, it worked
superbly well and Grant and Sean were
fantastic in terms of turning information and
ideas into Iogical, ruthless, cold legal
presentation of information.

We all learnt a lot about World
Heritage values. It was very good for cur
morale to find the overwhelming majority
of academics around the country who knew
anything about Western Tasmania were all
enormously supportive and went out of their
way to find evidence and to give evidence,
Geoff Law has, over the years done a superb
job of extracting that information,

Why, despite the overwhelming weight
of evidence, did the decision go the way it
did?

Alistair Graham, 1989.

One of the things I learnt working with
John Basten was that the facts of the matter
don't actually have much to do with it...I felt
distinctly naive about this,..that it was an
enormous po]itical event. For all the trappings
of intellectual rigour, for better or for worse,
we failed to persuade Helsham, the presiding
judge, or Robert Wallace, the economist from
South Australia. We essentially failed to make
the case before them that this was a place
worth recognising and to a large extent it
was because they were so profoundly
unfamiliar with this kind of natural history
information and completely confused about
what world heritage values were and what
the Commonwealth was obliged to do about
them, It just got really messy in the end and
it became obvious by Christmas we weren't
going to get a good result out of it.
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the forests can't vote but you
can! federal elections 1987
Jonathan West | then dinector of TWS,
asied | o come i amil |||,-|-=|-_
needed a II.||:{- wavlng carmpaigri wnel this was
o b the aiseating of Michiel Hodgman
BHR Lo the Denisan shectratee, The badpes,

we rrally

Ll legigned Ty o mell-known graphic
feslgner, were disperiod throughout the
tpaicd §1 o get wld of Michael
Hexlgman, " W coubda’t kevp wp the suppiy!
The bibge bevame tlse foou of the campaign
o the extent thal Hodgehan was responding
1o |t We had-a really goud display down at
salamanca Market, i Saewdy By and in NMorth
Hislsirt. W backes! Dunean Rery, the Labos
wanifidate anal this was a typlial Fedend
election, a two-hors: rae, Wo were
successiul, Mlimtes alter the ¢ lection ressdts
appeareel Deofl L rang up from Melbosme
COuRTTY

ULy

Wil clone] The bisgpest swiig in th
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wpplr!

Prime Wiminer Hoasds
huging bahy wovha
it 1987 alyerinn
rmmpagn Ln 11 July
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sovd bandams | July @87

i the SCF ang THY
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dhefinesnd 0 ool I
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Phosten: TR Calf

i i Denbson. ' Wm 'ﬂl
When vou start o
desing thuirggs weell,
there's & lot of
maparl, a leit od

vl Feesilng, We

W YO AL B ML SRR RS LS kT MAPER

P RTAD MAME & MOITAGL L ASe B OR AATTHEY BALLIT FRFER.

oo [HE FORESTS
CANT VOTE!

..BUT ¥OU CAN

3 THE WIS ST

biael pur wwn
electicn algme, our awn
Hanclosits, T baddges, am election maeting m
the Town Hall, sally &t Salamanca
miarket. . aiml we came up with agood loge:
"The Farcits Can't ¥ote hut Yoo Can
whativer vou i, don't vote Liberal!
Thie Dast thing 1 <lel bedare 1 left TWS

In 1SR was o indtiate The Gres Taamanian
Forest Walk, whach I nzally imtemled 1o go
i anld orpamise. We il a Irr-uunurnun.h

wesgion that lasted shout o week, The hig
rjuestinn wias, *Hioow can we booos cn the
forests without having 4 blockade in the
surrmser ! | pul some weeks of E_‘r-HIIL'hl.-!!rE
man jast what we crld doc Wee cane up with
4 muarsher ") evells, §oWO0 I '|||l| gn-ud ieran,
The way to siart things h:slPl ning fis o fake
people out of the campaign office, down 1
the plaby or just po. an empty noom, The Great
Walk was an lantastic swooessy,

an activist's dilemma

Leaving TWWS was a very paisiful
deciion, lm & way, At that tine, late 1988,
thiere was 6is |||-|'\;'|r‘| I the orpanisation . |
couldn't see my way theough needsng to earn
somse= mimey and a2 the sime time 1 =t very
ibrmwen o M..rrrL-.rlg in the arganl=ation T had
1 b pnyself, T s miet making it financihly
| came te accept thae | could anly - contrilrte
shore, sharp burstz. | el 4 honsshinld torrun
anel lul i RUEPL Ty cEums e Ol pourse
| retiarned from time to tme for specific
projects wad mere recently, o 19 and info
20, exrpanimed thie spvcesiil forest s ul’
the Sryx Forest, & tatal of &4 woars hive
strgaduced 1 426 peogle to tha imwpiring
lorest,

Once an activist, always an activist,

»
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mainland support
triggered major
advances

S][epllen Maﬂingleg

I spent my early life in
Adelaide but as I had relatives
inTasmania I was always visiting
the Island. What really got me
involved in the forests campaign
was a walk up Wylds Craig.
Looking south I saw the magnif-
icence of the South-West and
then the contrast with the total-
ly devastated Florentine Valley.
It was like a cancer eating away
into the South-West. That was in
December 1984.

In Adelaide I had been involved in sub-
mission writing on the Woodchip EIS in
1985. It was in the context that this was the
first of a series of woodchip decisions that
would affect areas all around Australia. It was
important to reach members of Parliament
who had no forest in their electorate, no
Forestry issues, to create the federal context.
I had a few weeks to fill in before uni exams,
but it kept on being delayed. We wrote to
the politicians, visited them or their stall,
taking along maps, explaining how we want-
ed National Estate areas protected, Some we
saw two or three times, At the same time
we were wriling newspaper articles and put-
ting together displays for shopping centres,
We were quite active in the last half of 1985.
South Australian members of The Wilderness
Society had a reputation for doing this
ground work. Not much had been done in
identification of wilderness areas in South
Australia. However many members walked
in Tasmania in the summer, had been in-
volved in the Franklin Blockade and support-
ed conservation in Tasmania. They were pre-
pared to do the work for the areas adjacent
to where they went bushwalking,

Joan Staples was doing a lot of work

in Canberra at this time and Dave Heatley
spent a lot of time up there, working with

Stephe

Joan. That was when Jonathan West was in
the Federal Minister for the Environment,
Barry Cohen’s, office.

In December 1985 1 finished a walk
in Tasmania and they still hadn’t made the
woodchip decision so [ ﬂmug}n I'd pop into
Davey Street, The Wilderness Society's office,
I had some spare time, | was there till Feb-
ruary 1989,

The plans came out to extend the road
south of Farmhouse Creek. [ had helped
prepare briefing papers for the media on
both Farmhouse Creek and the Lemonthyme
and sent them to politicians. In Adelaide I
did a lot of lobbying and wrote to politicians
regularly, going to see as many as | could.

What surprised me, coming to
Tasmania, was that people didn't talk to the
politicians. The dialogue went on through
the media. It’s terribl}' important to make
the politicians aware that there are people
in their electorates concerned about these
issues,

In Adelaide, The Wilderness Society
only emplayed four shop staff and everything
else was done by a committee after hours,
We hired someone to take on the forest
campaign after [ left to come down here to
Tasmania. The Committee members, who all
had full time jobs, couldn’t keep abreast of
the political developments and the media.
Conversely the employed coordinator would
find difficulty getting press releases cleared
by the committee, a situation creating ten-
sion, The interface between the activists and
those with the greater authority is a perennial
problem in many organisations.

After Farmhouse Creek, The Wilder-
ness Society in Hobart got very active but
also motivated people in the south east of
the mainland through the supply of informa-
tion and more pressure on the Feds. The
mainland support triggered major advances
in Tasmania in 1986, It was the impending

[

-

n Mattingley

Helsham Inguiry that led Jonathan West at
the end of 1986 to suggest | should spend
more time in Tasmania.

[t was important that people were ac-
tive in Hobart and also on the mainland. It's
very hard to run a good campaign on the
mainland if there’s not good local support in
Tasmania providing information and photo-
graphs, On the other hand, it’s not good
enough to have a campaign in Tasmania alone.
Where the Federal Government is involved
there needs to be action on the mainland to
persuade the Federal Government it's a seri-
ous 1ssue,

Early in 1987, when we were expect-
ing the roadworks to resume south of Farm-
house Creek, we organised for people 10 go
down there with radios and keep an eye on
what was going on.

We broke the story on logging in the
Lemonthyme on Christmas Day in 1986 and
Barry Cohen, Minister for the Environment,
said he'd have it locked up in twenty-four
hours. Of course it wasn't. Although an
inquiry had been promised before Christmas,
there was a lot of pressure to make sure these
areas werce protected before and during the
inquiry.

The legislation wasn’t passed until April
1987 so there was a summer of protests in
the Southern Forests as well as in the
Lemonthyme. There was a Federal election
called in June and held in July, The Inquiry
didn’t get seriously under way until after the
election, It proceeded in two stages; first it
looked at world heritage values and then the
other requirement was to look into
alternative forest resources. That second stage
started at the end of October and ran through
until early January 1988.

I remember going on flights over the
Southern Forests after the Helsham Inquiry
was set up. We talked to Hal Wootten, the
President of ACF, about the Inquiry because
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