Wadsley’s claim that IMAS science is wrong

Andrew Wadsley has made several recent statements in the media (e.g. Tasmania Times
26/8/2012) that Neira’s (2011) calculation of spawning biomass is wrong and that the results
cannot be reproduced.

Wadsley’s concerns relate to the mortality model shown in Figure 8 and Table 3.1 of Neira
(2011). He has attempted to repeat this analysis using exponential curve fitting in Microsoft
Excel, an approach that uses ordinary least squares (OLS). This differs substantially from the
methods used by Neira — non-linear least squares (NLS) (Lo et al. 1996), and a generalised
linear model approach with a negative binomial error distribution (Cubillos et al. 2007).

Fisheries scientists at IMAS have repeated the analysis presented by Neira 2011, confirming
the results presented in the report. These results have recently been independently and
externally reviewed by SARDI and found to be both repeatable and appropriate.

The Daily Egg Production Method (DEPM) used by Neira (2011) is well supported in the
international peer reviewed literature and appropriate for the analysis (see Neira & Lyle
2011 and the references contained within).
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