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Pulp mill opponents try to scale PM’s ‘firewall

By Kate Hannon

What does it take to get the
Prime Minister’s attention these
days?

After months of fruitless
attempts to communicate
concerns about Tasmania’s
proposed $2 billion pulp mill,
activists decided there was only
one way to get through the
“firewall”” of minders. Write to
Kevin Rudd in mandarin.

Aletter written in classical
mandarin calligraphy was sent
by priority post to Mr Rudd on
June 2 by Tasmanians Against
the Pulp mill, or TAP asiitis
known.

Chief among its concerns was
awarning to Mr Rudd not to
ignore advice from outside his
coterie, quoting a classical
scholar Lu Jia who issued the
same advice to his king.

The letter’s opening quotation
reads: “Incompetent aides
shielding a good king are like
clouds overcasting the sun and
the moon.”

TAP spokesman Bob
McMahon said previous
missives to Mr Rudd had been
met with “bizarre forest industry
propaganda’.

Mr McMahon and his
supporters want the
Government to set up an
independent review of the mill’s
approval processes which they
say have ridden roughshod over
environmental concerns.
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“We represent a broad community in Tasmania who are deeply
concerned about the economic, social and environmental wellbeing
of Tasmania. We are in grief that our voices and concerns
have been ignored by the Tasmanian Premier and the Minster
for Environment, Heritage and Art. As a group who supports
the Prime Minister and its new government and directions, we
understand our concerns may not have been brought to your
attention as you are inundated with various issues.”

Bob McMahen — ]
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd
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Tasmanian and Howard
governments gave the green light
concerned that the Government  to the development in the Tamar
was hearing only one side ofthe =~ Valley, north of Launceston,
story. provided it met 48

Last October, before the environmental conditions.
federal election both the ““Ignoring public voices and

the letter, Mr McMahon said
Tasmanians were deeply

proceeding regardless is like
‘plugging one’s ears while
stealing a bell’,” TAP says in the
letter.

A spokesperson said the
Rudd Government was ‘“working
cooperatively with Gunns, the

Independent Expert Group and
the Tasmanian Government to
ensure that the conditions of the
approval are effectively
implemented and provide the
best possible environmental
outcomes for Tasmania.”
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Fresh Market Update

e Grown in the Gayndah and
Mundubbera regions, loose-
skinned Hickson and large, juicy
Taylor Lee mandarins are in mid

,’ season.

e | ook for brightly coloured, glossy
mandarins that feel relatively
heavy for their size.

Economy
Beef Rump Steak

Taylor Lee or

Hickson Mandaring \ —_—_—

save 3-00kg save J-61kg save (-80kg

AFresh Medium Cooked
Crystal Bay Prawns

Chicken Drumsticks
— From the Deli Dept

Triple Smoked Leg Ham
— Sliced or Shaved

On sale Friday, Saturday

and Sunday only

On sale from Friday 27th June, 2008 until Sunday 29th June, 2008 unless sold out earlier. Savings based on our Sydney metropolitan sell price. Advertised savings may vary in some stores, as some products may already be
priced below the metropolitan sell price. Limits per customer may apply, trade not supplied. Specials may not be available through homeshop, Metro, Food for Less stores, Surry Hills, Padstow or Town Hall and are not available at
Ballina, Byron Bay, Casino, Kingscliff, Grafton, Lismore, Tweed City and Tweed Heads or CALTEX WOOLWORTHS co-branded fuel outlets. ~Seafood line may not be available in all stores.
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400 roos, wallabies
to be culled in Tas

By Paul Carter

Four hundred kangaroos and wallabies will be
shot dead in a cull on Maria Island National
Park off Tasmania’s east coast, the state’s
Parks and Wildlife Service says.

The service’s manager of operations and
performance, Mark Bryce, said yesterday that
the 12-day animal management program
would begin on Monday.

Eastern grey kangaroos, Bennett’s wallabies
and Pademelon wallabies would be targeted.
“We follow the national code of practice for
the humane shooting of these animals,” Mr
Bryce said. “We are looking at [shooting] 400
in total.”

Mr Bryce said during the annual cull, which
began in 1994, between 200 and 800 of the
marsupials were shot each year depending on
population figures on the island, 60km north-
east of Hobart.

The cull happened because overpopulation
caused malnutrition and disease among the
animals.

The wild and rugged Maria Island is 20km
long and 13km wide, and is a popular tourist
destination. The entire island is a national
park.

A controversial kangaroo cull at a Belconnen
Department of Defence site ended earlier this
month with 514 eastern grey kangaroos killed.

The Canberra cull drew international con-
demnation from animal rights activists,
including former Beatle Sir Paul McCartney.
More than 10 protesters were arrested.

The Canberra kangaroos were killed by
lethal injection after being tranquillised by
darts. In previous culls, they have been shot.

Mr Bryce said it was not practical to
dispatch the Maria Island kangaroos and
wallabies using that method.

“With euthanasia, you have to have vets to
undertake that,” he said.

“And Maria Island being a boat trip away oft
Tasmania, from a practical perspective, it’s not
the best way, and from an animal welfare
position, it’s not necessarily easier on the
animals.

“It’s debatable whether or not there are
viable alternatives.”

Mr Bryce said herding the marsupials into a
corral panicked them, causing distress and
injury.

The Australian Society for Kangaroos claims
the way kangaroos and wallabies are culled on
Maria Island is inhumane.

The society’s Nikki Sutterby said yesterday
joeys were left alive in their mothers’ pouch.

And, she claimed, the shot animals died
from chest, body or limb wounds instead of
being killed instantly.

The People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals says commercial killing practices are
cruel and leave up to one million young
motherless kangaroos to die of starvation each
year.

Representatives of more than 50 animal
welfare groups met federal Environment Min-
ister Peter Garrett after this month’s Canberra
cull. They want the Government to introduce
regulations to prevent female kangaroos and
their joeys from being killed for meat or for
population control.

The federal Environment Department set
last year’s national kangaroo culling quota at
more than 3.5 million. AAP

Apprentice hurt in fall from roof

By Megan Doherty
City Reporter

An apprentice plumber fell 3.5m yesterday on
to a concrete floor at a gym under construc-
tion in Tuggeranong, according to the Con-
struction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union.

CFMEU ACT branch assistant secretary
Dean Hall said the 21-year-old fell about 11am
while working on the roof of the new gym in
Bartlett Place, Greenway.

An ACT Emergency Services Agency
spokeswoman said a man suffering minor
head injuries was taken by ambulance to the
Canberra Hospital in a stable condition.

Mr Hall said the apprentice was installing a
gas line to evaporative coolers when he fell. It

appeared the man had fallen through a
penetration hole, which had later been
covered.

He received first aid on site before being
taken to hospital.

It is understood ACT WorkCover is
investigating the incident, however, the
agency was unavailable for comment yester-
day.

Mr Hall said the gym owners, Sports Centre
Management Australia, had agreed to conduct
a full safety audit of the site.

“They’ve undertaken to address any safety
concerns that have arisen and to take
measures to prevent these things happening
in the future,” he said. “They’ve invited us on
site to assist them. ”

The Canberra Times
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FAMILY FUN RUN

PR UsER LT s 0

$2,000 Clever Companies
Corporate Challenge

Teams can be made up of three employees from a
business house, government or defence department.
All teams with a combined team member time less
than 2 hours 30 minutes will go into the draw to win
$2,000 prize money.

FAMILY FUN WALK
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$2,000 Schools Challenge

The school which registers the highest number of
participants (as a percentage of the total school
enrolments) in the Fun Walk will win $2,000. So every
school has a chance no matter how big or small.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14,2008

LUCKY DRAW PRIZES

- WIN $3,000 from

REGISTER NOW!

www.canberratimesfunrun.com.au

" In aid of
' The Heart
Foundation
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« WIN a five-night
accommodation and
pamper package or Coffs Harbour
valued at $2682 from  valued at $2100 from
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PLUS MANY MORE PRIZES
Refreshment sponsors: ‘ m-

« WIN a two-night trip to
either Port Macquarie

08-08906/2b

10KM FUN RUN from Yamba Drive, Phillip to Rond Terraces,
Commonwealth Park starts at 9.45am

BRIDGE to BRIDGE walk (approx 5km) around Lake Burley Griffin starting and
finishing on the Rond Terraces, Commonwealth Park at 9.45am




