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BRIEFING NOTE

MINISTER FOR POLICE AND EMERGENGY SERVICES
SUBJECT! EXPLOSIVE INCIDENT - BLACK RIVER, 11 MARGH 1993

« Further enguiries have failed to identify the person or persons responsible or to
link any group to the incident. ' ' _

. Azthough a banner located at the scene [mphcated the Earth First movement, no
gvidence has besn forthcoming to support this view. -

« lnnuendo in the Smithton communlty aspoused the view that the incident was the

- work of the pro-logging community, the alm of which was to discredit the

conservation moverment's programms durmg the summsr months. Available
direct evidence did not suppert this argument. .

« The results-of scientific examination of the scene and of the components Iocated
at Black Rwer did not advance the enqwry

* Numerous persons have been [nterwewed and ail avenues of enqusry have been
exhausted.

. The Director of. Australian Government Solicitors who acted for Australlan'
Nat:onal Railways has been informed (verbally) of the result of Pollce enqumas

« Although the enquiry has failed to identify the person(s) respon5|ble should .

additionai !nformat:on ‘emergs, the matter will be further mvest:gated
. -

o Investigators are pleased that the confl dent;allty of the enquiry was mamtamed as
information was supplled on two (2} previous occasions. There are now no
, grounds to request such confi identiality. :
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DAMAGE TO LOGGINHG EQUIPMENT

IntormatLdﬁ has baan recelved thak with the fluctuating
politicas of %he woodchipphkng debate, lnstances of damage to
logging eguipment in forest areas might bacame mceza gravalent.

mhis relatas in partlcular to damage being dene by pro-legglng
intorssts ia on attampt To discredir the antl-woadchipplng and

consarvatios movamanta.
L]

Any mempar attending an incidant of thla type should neciiy the
relevant ¢If and ensura chat all ipventlgative optlons are
explozed— DO NHOT assuns chat any act of damage To lagging
- aquipmant or logging {nfrestructure is dona by consarvarlonliste
- or membors of anti- logging groupa.
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