
Tripa	
  Peat	
  Swamps	
  and	
  their	
  Orangutans	
  being	
  cremated	
  to	
  annihilation:	
  	
  Government	
  of	
  
Indonesia	
  must	
  uphold	
  law	
  or	
  face	
  international	
  shame	
  

We,	
  Walhi	
  Indonesia,	
  Greenpeace	
  Indonesia,	
  Yayasan	
  Ekosistem	
  Lestari,	
  Sawit	
  Watch	
  Indonesia,	
  the	
  
Coalition	
  Team	
  for	
  Saving	
  the	
  Tripa	
  Peat	
  Swamps,	
  are	
  here	
  today	
  to	
  demand	
  the	
  following:	
  

1. The	
   immediate	
  enforcement	
  of	
   laws	
  protecting	
  the	
  Leuser	
  Ecosystem,	
   including	
  the	
  Tripa	
  Peat	
  
Swamps,	
   namely:	
   The	
   Spatial	
   Planning	
   Law	
   (UU	
   26/2007)	
   and	
   subsequent	
   Government	
  
Regulation	
   (PP	
   26/2008)	
  which	
   establishes	
   the	
   Leuser	
   Ecosystem	
   as	
   a	
   National	
   Strategic	
   Area	
  
with	
   an	
   environmental	
   protection	
   function;	
   and	
   the	
   Law	
   of	
   the	
   Governance	
   of	
   Aceh	
  
(UU11/2006)	
   which	
   obligates	
   the	
   Government	
   and	
   the	
   Government	
   of	
   Aceh	
   to	
   protect	
   the	
  
Leuser	
  Ecosystem.	
  
	
  

2. That	
   the	
   National	
   Police	
   immediately	
   investigate	
   the	
   allegations	
   made	
   by	
   local	
   community	
  
members	
  on	
   the	
  23rd	
  of	
  November	
  2011	
  of	
   the	
  breaking	
  of	
  both	
   the	
  National	
  Spatial	
  Planning	
  
Law,	
  and	
  the	
  Law	
  on	
  the	
  Governance	
  of	
  Aceh,	
  by	
  the	
  Governor	
  of	
  Aceh	
  when	
  he	
  issued	
  a	
  new	
  
concession	
   to	
   PT	
   Kallista	
   Alam	
   for	
   an	
   area	
   within	
   the	
   Leuser	
   Ecosystem,	
   and	
   that	
   they	
   also	
  
investigate	
   the	
   Aceh	
   police	
   force	
   for	
   its	
   failure	
   to	
   investigate	
   the	
   case	
   adequately,	
   and	
   their	
  
suspected	
  collusion	
  with	
  the	
  Governor	
  and	
  PT	
  Kallista	
  Alam.	
  
	
  

3. The	
   immediate	
   formation	
  of	
  a	
  national-­‐level	
  credible	
   investigation	
   into	
   the	
  use	
  of	
   fire	
   for	
   land	
  
clearing	
   by	
   oil	
   palm	
   concessions	
   in	
   Tripa,	
   the	
   clearance	
   and	
   conversion	
   of	
   deep	
   peat,	
   the	
  
clearance	
   of	
   high	
   conservation	
   value	
   forest,	
   	
   and	
   the	
   complete	
   lack	
   of	
   any	
   provision	
   for	
   the	
  
protection	
   of	
   wildlife	
   species	
   in	
   Tripa	
   that	
   are	
   themselves	
   legally-­‐protected	
   under	
   Indonesian	
  
Law.	
  
	
  

4. An	
  immediate	
  investigation	
  by	
  UKP4	
  into	
  the	
  practices	
  involved	
  in	
  the	
  November	
  2011,	
  revision	
  
of	
  the	
  Indicative	
  Map	
  of	
  Primary	
  Forests	
  and	
  Peatlands,	
  in	
  particular	
  the	
  case	
  of	
  the	
  mysterious	
  
withdrawal	
  of	
  the	
  area	
  covered	
  by	
  the	
  new	
  PT	
  Kallista	
  Alam	
  concession	
  issued	
  by	
  the	
  Governor	
  
of	
  Aceh	
  on	
  25th	
  August	
  2011,	
  from	
  the	
  earlier	
  version	
  of	
  the	
  map	
  despite	
  its	
  being	
  issued	
  after	
  
the	
  moratorium	
  was	
  declared.	
  
	
  

5. That	
  the	
  Government	
  IMMEDIATELY	
  order	
  oil	
  palm	
  companies	
  with	
  concessions	
  within	
  the	
  Tripa	
  
Peat	
   Swamps	
   of	
   the	
   Leuser	
   Ecosystem	
   to	
   completely	
   cease	
   ALL	
   land	
   clearing	
   and	
   burning	
  
activities	
  pending	
  the	
  outcomes	
  of	
  the	
  above	
  enquiries.	
  
	
  

6. That	
  the	
  Government	
  of	
  Norway	
  immediately	
  suspend	
  the	
  bilateral	
  Letter	
  of	
  Intent	
  of	
  May	
  27th	
  
2010,	
   and	
   any	
   payments	
   of	
   the	
   US$1	
   billion	
   promised	
   in	
   the	
   LOI,	
   until	
   the	
   Government	
   of	
  
Indonesia	
  has	
  thoroughly	
  investigated	
  the	
  alleged	
  contraventions	
  of	
  Indonesian	
  law	
  by	
  National,	
  
Provincial	
   and	
   District	
   Government	
   officials,	
   the	
   Aceh	
   Police	
   force,	
   and	
   Oil	
   Palm	
   Concession	
  
holders	
   in	
   the	
   Tripa	
   Peat	
   Swamps	
   of	
   the	
   Leuser	
   Ecosystem,	
   and	
   demonstrated	
   its	
   total	
  
commitment	
  to	
  the	
  supremacy	
  of	
  the	
  law	
  and	
  its	
  international	
  obligations.	
  
	
  



7. That	
   the	
  Governors’	
  Climate	
  and	
  Forests	
   Task	
   Force	
   (GCF)	
   immediately	
   suspend	
  Aceh	
   from	
   its	
  
membership,	
   until	
   the	
  Aceh	
  Government	
   has	
   demonstrated	
   its	
   commitment	
   to	
   upholding	
   the	
  
Laws	
  of	
  Aceh	
  and	
  Indonesia,	
  and	
  the	
  goals	
  and	
  agenda	
  of	
  the	
  GCF.	
  
	
  

8. That	
   the	
   Round	
   Table	
   for	
   Sustainable	
   Palm	
   Oil	
   (RSPO)	
   who	
   in	
   2006	
   endorsed	
   the	
   resolution	
  
“Palm	
  Oil	
  Cultivation	
  according	
  to	
  RSPO	
  Criteria	
  and	
  Principles	
  on	
  FallowLand	
  in	
  the	
  Context	
  of	
  
Relocating	
  Palm-­‐Oil	
  Concessions	
  Threatening	
  HCVF”,	
  and	
   in	
  2008	
  the	
  resolution	
  “The	
  primary	
  
rainforests	
  of	
  Tripa,	
  peat	
  swamp	
  forests	
  of	
  exceptional	
  high	
  conservationvalue,	
  are	
  presently	
  
being	
   destroyed	
   for	
   palm	
   oil	
   plantations”,	
   thereby	
   agreeing	
   to	
   engage	
   with	
   the	
   palm	
   oil	
  
companies	
   destroying	
   Tripa	
   to	
   achieve	
   a	
   solution,	
   to	
   immediately	
   contact	
   the	
   head	
   of	
   the	
  
Indonesian	
   palm	
   oil	
   association	
   (GAPKI)	
   and	
   urge	
   him	
   to	
   bring	
   sanctions	
   against	
   oil	
   palm	
  
concessionaires	
   within	
   the	
   Tripa	
   Peat	
   Swamps	
   of	
   the	
   Leuser	
   Ecosystem	
   that	
   are	
   breaking	
  
mandatory	
  ISPO	
  standards.	
  
	
  

9. We	
  also	
  request	
  all	
  supporters	
  of	
  good	
  environmental	
  governance	
  and	
  biodiversity	
  conservation,	
  
in	
  Indonesia	
  and	
  around	
  the	
  world,	
  to	
  sign	
  an	
  electronic	
  petition	
  to	
  save	
  the	
  Tripa	
  Peat	
  Swamps	
  
at	
  endoftheicons.wordpress.com	
  	
  and/or	
  contacting	
  their	
  local	
  legislature,	
  or	
  nearest	
  Indonesian	
  
legislation	
  to	
  express	
  their	
  disgust	
  at	
  the	
  blatant	
  environmental	
  and	
  social	
  crimes	
  that	
  are	
  being	
  
perpetrated	
   by	
   oil	
   palm	
   concessions	
   in	
   the	
   Tripa	
   peat	
   swamps	
   within	
   the	
   Leuser	
   Ecosystem	
  
National	
  Strategic	
  Area.	
  (More	
  information	
  is	
  also	
  available	
  at	
  the	
  “Save	
  the	
  Tripa	
  Peat	
  Swamps”:	
  
please	
  click	
  “like”).	
  	
  


