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desdribe Ridgley as a sea of plantations,

r

wood for the Burnie mill, with high sion at Ridgley. The projects complemen-

quality logx harvested for local sawmills, ted cach other with AFH becoming the but views it as a fibre wonderland #
Sutrey Hills consisted of a mixturcfof  world leaders in genetically modifying undefpinning the cconomy of Burnie

unevenly aged eucalypt, some with 2 E. nitens to improve cold rolerance and ovegithe last 60 years. NFP’s forcst

forest floor of “white grass’ (Pea sp.), an pulp fbre yicld. agemcnt expertise and its commit-

nt to protect significant etivironmental
and communiry values will continue o

In 1988 the company proposed
establishing a world-class pulpmill in

areas of temperate rainforest, Thesc forcs!
are now represented in reserves thac have

becn voluntarily set aside, Extensive stock crn ‘Lasenania, but 3 contribute to the prosperity of Burnie for
grazing occurred on the grasslands and reganding acceprable operating guidclines many years to come. &
" cattle from the black and red angus stud could not be achieved, the projoct was
bred by the company farm won many abandoned, NBH later divested itself of its
awards at agriculnural shows. interests in the papermaking and merchant
Considerable attention was given 1o arm of APPM, and AFH became known
the natural regeneradon of eucalypts, but as North Forest Products (NFP). In the North Ferests Bumie administration affice ot
the cold climate of Surrey Hills often absence of domestic markets for Ridgley, 10 km south of Bymie MARK SEATON
impeded success. Planting trials with pulpwood and wich plantations | B

coniferous species were carricd out and coming online for harvesting, an *
planting of Pinus radiate commenced in export hardwood woodchip
1950. This species contains long fibre, business was developed in 1995

which is used to supplement the shorr- at Hampshite. The company also
fibred eucalypt pulp in paper producrion. invested $5 million in building a

‘The company sought to ensurc it had nurscry at Somersct capable of 1
maximum use of its forest rcsource with producing 11 million seedlings a

lictle waste. It invested in sawmills, two year. "

hardboard mills, 3 plywood mill, and later The company provides

a pardcle board mill, This. diversity direct cmployment for some

500 people with 1000 others
intigectly benefiting You may

encougaged THe company to form an
yFSrestation company called Associated
Forest Holdings (AFH) in 1957. Its
plantation superintendent, Dirk de Bocr,
perimented with several eucalypr
specieSnamely E. delegatensis, E, globy
and E, pitens, with the Iast-named
surviving best in the cold climate.

In 1975 regular plantings of I, nitens
began with E. globulus at the lowcr
elevations and the development of what
is now known as the Surrey Hills Tree
Farm Estate. During the 1980s cucalypt
plantations increased from 2000 ha to
4000 ha a year during the 1990s. The last
two decades saw North Broken Hill
{NBH, now North Ltd) acquirc APPM
and AFH, with the establishment of 2
research centre and forest nursery expan-~

Harvasling timber from Surrey Hills during the 19505
with §t Volentines Peck in the background
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