


 Formalising a brand for Tasmania, including creation of a “Product of Tasmania” logo 

certification, franchise and marketing process, and investing in a marketing campaign to 

promote our brand and GE-free status globally. 

 Developing an agricultural R&D strategy focussed on non-GE techniques, with a goal of 

becoming a global leader in temperate agriculture productivity, sustainability and resilience 

through the utilisation of crop and animal diversity.  



A

1. The Tasmanian honey industry, which would lose 40% of its market as the EU would no 

longer accept Tasmanian honey, devastating the sector. 

 

2. Potential loss of existing and future fruit export into major markets such as Japan,  South 

Korea and Europe, for whom the GE-free status of Tasmania has been a key determining 

factor in granting market access. 

 

3. Potential loss of future markets for the Tasmanian dairy and meat industries, particularly in 

Asia where GE-free is a major selling point and differentiator from other nation competitors. 

Being able to demonstrate there is zero GE in the animals and any grain feed is currently a 

key selling point for the Japanese market, as one example. 

 

http://www.greensvision2030.com/


4. Loss of premiums for iconic Tasmanian produce across all agricultural sectors including King 

Island dairy and beef, Cape Grim beef,  aquaculture, cheeses, the rapidly growing whisky and 

wine market, niche products including wasabi truffles, and saffron, and the loss of the 

premium for Tasmanian canola.   

 

5. Allowing GE is a direct threat to the livelihoods of Tasmanian organic and biodynamic 

farmers who are held to a zero GE tolerance international and national accreditation 

standard. 

 

It is now 
13 years since the 57 field trial sites for GE canola were allowed in Tasmania and only four former 
trial sites have been signed off on as GE free. 

There is a minimal cost to keeping the moratorium in place in Tasmania, around $250,000 annually. 

A case in point is the recent discovery of GE wheat in Oregon. Unlike other crops (largely grown for 
animal feed) American farmers have never raised GE wheat on a commercial base because there is 
zero-tolerance for it by their customers. Genetically engineered wheat is a commercial liability for US 
farmers as following the confirmation that GE wheat was present, Japan immediately cancelled 
imports of soft white wheat and both South Korea and Europe announced more stringent testing. 3 

http://rt.com/usa/monsanto-lawsuits-gmo-wheat-603/


http://aftinet.org.au/cms/node/631

