
This series of photos are taken in the Garden of Eden Creek area.

Gog Ranges 

Central Northern Tasmania

This was once an area of magnificent Mixed Species and Mixed Aged 

Once prime Habitat for Astacopsis Gouldii ( giant freshwater lobster).Until the streams 
were destroyed.( juvenile Astacopsis use headwater streams for habitat)

Forestry Tasmania used grant money from the Federal Government (Helsham Enquiry) 
to put in a 450ha plantation of  Blackwood with a Nurse Crop of Radiata Pine as a part 
of the National Rainforest Conservation Program.

The Blackwood Crop failed because the nurse crop (radiata pine) was not thinned or 
removed in time. Scientists have been studying the techniques of putting in blackwood
plantations since the early 1980’s and they showed that the nurse crop had to be 
removed or heavily thinned for a viable crop of Blackwood.

This did not happen and now the Pine plantation is being heavily logged and the 
Blackwoods are being destroyed.

This is what happens when a rogue company are given too many grants.

Report prepared by Pete Godfrey March 2011



Once magnificent mixed aged and mixed species forests, the creek
flowing through here is called the Garden of Eden Creek. 

A bit of a misnomer now.

Sometimes called the Gog Plantations sometimes Beulah Plantations

Depending on the document authors.



Mersey Forest District

Forest Management Plan

December 1999

Plantations comprise seven percent of the Plan Area. Pinus
radiata has been the main species planted with major 
plantations at Branches Creek, Long Hill, Gog Range,
Virginstow, China Bush,

Smiths Plains and Isandula. Plantations of less than 500 
hectares occur in other locations including Castra, Nietta, 
Paradise, Stoodley and Wilmot. Eucalypt plantations have 
been established at locations including Cluan Tiers, Round 
Hill, and Smiths Plains. 

A 450 hectare blackwood plantation was established between 
1992 and 1996 as part of the Gog plantation.



Gog Ranges Plantations March 2011



The national 
rainforest 
conservation 
program now there 
is a novel idea that 
Tasmania could 
look at! 

(my comment)



Now we see why FT 
did not bother to thin 
the nurse crop . They 
appear to actually want 
to crop pine instead of 
blackwood  

(my comment)



Gog Ranges  plantations April 2006



Blackwoods in the Pines, how will they remove the pine?



Tasforests

Dec.1997

Article

It appears that the final blackwood harvest came a bit earlier.



Gog Ranges Plantations March 2011



Another site, blackwoods not doing too well here either



April 2006



Gog Ranges

Beulah Blackwood 
plantation



Gog Ranges Plantations March 2011



BU108B coupe May 2006 
Old growth hardwood 
coupe cable logged.



BU108B  September 2007BU108B Sept 2007 ( old growth cable 
coupe regenerating)



BU108B March 2011 Old growth cable coupe

5 years after clearfelling



Gog Ranges Plantations March 2011  
(e.nitens in foreground)



Gog Ranges Pine Plantations March 2011



Gog Ranges Pine Plantations March 2011



Gog Ranges, pine plantations  April 2006 

(e.nitens in foreground )



Gog Ranges Plantations March 2011



Gog Ranges Plantations March 2011



Streams and Drainage lines get gentle treatment, filled with 
logging slash. Not quite what the Code says but oh well.



This is where our pine forests are ending up, Ready for export

March 2011



Bye bye Gog Pine forests. Are we getting a good price? 
March 2011



More pine at Burnie for export March 2011


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

