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Acorn!Press!is!pleased!to!announce!the!forthcoming!publication!
of!Robert!and!Linda!Banks’!

View%from%the%Faraway%Pagoda%
A%Pioneer%Australian%Missionary%in%China%from%the%Boxer%Rebellion%to%the%

Communist%Insurgency%

This thoroughly researched and beautifully crafted story describes the life and 
service of an inspiring woman, Sophie Newton, whose desire to serve God led 
her to make her home among the people of China for over thirty years. 
In telling Sophie’s story, the authors acknowledge the realities of a missionary 
life, with its frustrations, disappointments and conflicts, as well as the specific 
challenges faced by single women in pioneering and sometimes dangerous 
settings. Nevertheless, Sophie’s deep faith helped her to respond to these 
challenges with prayerfulness, wisdom, humility and love as she followed 
God’s call. A deaconess, school teacher, preacher, evangelist, mentor and 
advocate for women’s rights, she had God’s servant heart, which alone can 
transform individuals, communities, cultures and belief systems. Sophie’s 
ministry shows the ways in which God can take and use a life thoroughly 
committed to his service. 

View%from%the%Faraway%Pagoda%will$be$launched$in$early$January$2013$
and!will!be!available!in!both!paperback$and$eBook$formats.!

The!RRP!for!the!paperback!(ISBN!9780987132956)!will!be!$19.95.!
The!RRP!of!the!eBook!(ISBN!9780987132932)!will!depend!on!the!eBook!retailer.!

Discounts)will)apply)for)bulk)orders.)
For$further$information,$please$contact$Peter$Angelovski!

at!the!Acorn!Press!office!(03!9383!1266)!or!email!him!at!pangelovski@acornpress.net.au.!
www.acornpress.net.au$

It is good to have been introduced to Miss Sophie Newton, a woman of God 
(Margaret Reeson, award-winning biographer). 

Mission societies like CMS will thank the authors for adding a significant historical piece of the 
jigsaw to the wonderful missiological saga that is China 

(Neville and Elspeth Carr, missionary educators). 

I am so glad to have learned about Sophie Sackville Newton and grateful that her story has been 
captured permanently for the annals of CMS Australia. It is the story of Sophie Newton, but more 

importantly it is the story of God at work in China 
(Christine Jensen, Anglican Diocese of Sydney). 

Recommended reading for those seeking to discover and follow the path of the cross and anyone 
engaging in the search for meaning and contentment in today’s post-Christian and post-modern society. 
Sophie’s life story deserves to be on the shelves of bookstores around the world! 


