
Specifications

Publication: July 2017

ISBN: 978-0-646-97061-5

Printing: Matt laminate colour cover, B/W internals

Binding: Perfect bound paperback

Format: 5.5 x 8.5 inches (13.97 x 21.59 cm)

Extent: 176 pages

Author: Chris Nobbs with contributions from  

Mary Christian-Bailey and others

Copies available from:  

The Trading Post, PO Box 463, Norfolk Island 2899  

Email david@tradingpost.nlk.nf  

And also available from www.createspace.com/7212642

AUSTRALIA’S ASSAULT ON  
NORFOLK ISLAND 2015–16: 

Despatches from the Front Line
CHRIS NOBBS

As an external territory of Australia, Norfolk Island enjoyed 

a large measure of self-government over the years 1979-2015.  

The Australian Government has now torn down this structure 

against the wishes of the great majority of Norfolk Islanders, 

replacing it with governmental arrangements based on a New 

South Wales regional council model - in what internationally 

regarded human rights lawyer Geoffrey Robertson QC has 

called ‘a heavy-handed act of regression’.
This book brings together articles and letters originally 

published in The Norfolk Islander and on Norfolk Online News, 
and provides a record of and commentary on, this transition. 
The picture that emerges is of Australian Government actions 
typified by arrogance, ignorance, and a lack of concern for the 
real interests of the Norfolk Island community.

Chris Nobbs has been a research scientist at the University of 
Cambridge, a consultant and administrator at the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and Development, economist to the 
Government of Victoria’s salinity control programme, and co-director 
of an Australian social research consultancy. Over the period covered 
by these articles and letters he was living on Norfolk Island, where he 
was born.  


