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A moral tale
as 4776 kids
suspended

By ALISON RIBBON
ALMOST 4800 Tasmanian
school students were sus-
pended last year — most of
them for physically and
verbally abusing teachers.

Australian Education Union
state president Mike Poate said
abuse was an increasing prob-
lem that needed attention.

“I know a child suspended for
assaulting a teacher and other
pupils — he was in kinder or
prep,” Mr Poate said.

“One kid has gone right
through primary school and
cost the Government probably
$250,000 in workers compensa-
tion claims.” .

The figures were revealed by
Education Minister Paula
Wriedt at a Budget estimates
committee hearing in Hobart.

. The State Opposition said the
figures showed there had been a
35 per cent rise in suspensions
in four years.

Opposition education spokes-
man David Fry said Labor had

failed t6 *ptdﬁerlyweg
issue of problem students.

However, Ms Wriedt cau-
tioned that the figures might
not be reliable. -

She (sa.ii;ﬁﬁﬁﬁizﬁhowed sus-

d before ‘were

“wnot:done on the current electri
nic database and should be

considered inaccurate.

She said it was “mischievous”
to assume they showed an
increase in suspensions.

Mr Poate blamed children’s
behaviour on violence in video
games, movies and television.

“Many children believe phys-
ical and verbal abuse is a way of
life because of their environ-
ment,” he said. -

S

CAUTION: Education Minister Paula Wriedt reveals the school
suspension figures with department secretary Dr Martyn Forrest.

Tim Doe said they had never
heard of cases of suspension
involving ecstasy, speed or her-
oin. :

“Amd gt is-happening inside = And Mr Doe said while there
and Butside school. We've_just had been cases of students
had a few teachers retire be- appearing at school after smok-

cause of this. They can’t shotiin
their local town because they
geﬁ;har’a‘sséd.” Even:their houses

: hearing per
cent of suspensions wére for the

use of alcohol, cigarettes and
illicit drugs. And there were
also a small number of suspen-
sions for sexual harassment
and for possessing dangerous
objects.

Ms. Wriedt and Education
Department deputy secretary

ing marijuana, none concerned
students being found with the

drug. ; :
Mr Podte said that in his 16

mee e e TR
had mostly dealt with cases of
alcohol and cigarettes.
“Cigarettes would account for
90 per cent and next on the list
is alcohol and it’s very rarely
kids bring aleohol into school,”
he said. B
“E_.ut as for otheriilicit drugs,
the incidence is so rare as to be

negligible.”

HOTLINE: David Liewellyn,
taking no risks.

How fox
dumpers
escaped
the law

FROM PAGE 1

Since the time of the allega-
tions, circumstantial evidence
pointed to their being correct.

_The two shot foxes’ DNA
matched the allegations.

Mr Llewellyn said most sig-
nificant had been analysis of
the Symmons Plains carcass
revealing a small animal found
only in Tasmania.

“But on top of that, DNA
assessment showed the second
fox was a sibling or close rela-
tive of the first fox — having
their origin in southern Victor-
ia,” Mr Llewellyn said.

He was hoping for further-

information.

“We've issued the $50,000
reward and there has been
quite a big response from Crime
Stoppers and are being

investigated,” Mr Llewellyn

said.

The fox hotline receives six to
eight sighting reports a week,
80 per cent estimated reliable.

“Foxes have been reported

| just a few metres from veanle

1Shing, to investigate Wiial i
going on before disappearing,”
Mr Llewellyn said.

“Some people are dubious but
ce y I am not and I can’t
afford to take risks.” -

He estimated the fox popula-

_tion at 11 to 20. There had been
speculation the young had been
eaten by Tasmanian devils,
keeping numbers low.

Diver dies at Kingston
A DIVING expedition ended in tragedy at Kingston

et S

last night with the death of a 44-year-old man.
. The man was with a group of three others diving

Police said the man became separated from his

The group searched the immediate area and
located the man in 1.5m of water about 10m from the

quice said there were no suspicious circumstances
but inquiries into the death would continue.

A report will be made to the Coroner’s Office.

@
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Disagreement on literacy rate
NEW figures from the However, Educati :
Austgra}ian Bureau of Minister Paula W?'ie(:ll; ?ill;e'j:rskm % wers very
Statl_stxcﬁ;adsholwed T‘;!s- said the the report It | aled eatli
1 almost the sh : was revealed earlier - i1
};(})lwest redens yeiclie ae otv:ueg the opposite to in the day that retention | 1€ar the Kingston Beach Sailing Club.
e country, the State “The onl . rates in  government
Opposition” said _last ritorye (;hé“;szggz;l schools had increased 14 | companions about 6.45pm.
night. statistically better ac- Per centunder the Labor
Opposition ed}lcation cording to the report Government.
spokesman David Fry than Tasmania was the Ms Wriedt said reten- | Shore.
said Tasmania was ACT,” she said. tion rates of 68.5 per cent
r:,ntkeed s;vent!l -among “The mean scores for were higher than the
states and territories. Tasmania, Victoria and national average of 67.8.
Tassie woman jailed for |[Maw
jalle or att’s Meats
. (- - ® . . WD
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