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As	
  organisations	
  and	
  leaders	
  of	
  the	
  lesbian,	
  gay,	
  bisexual,	
  transgender	
  and	
  intersex	
  (LGBTI)	
  
communities,	
  we	
  wish	
  to	
  express	
  our	
  relief	
  and	
  gratitude	
  that	
  Parliament	
  voted	
  down	
  the	
  
plebiscite.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
By	
  rejecting	
  a	
  plebiscite,	
  Parliament	
  has	
  acknowledged	
  the	
  potential	
  impact	
  on	
  our	
  
communities	
  caused	
  by	
  exposure	
  to	
  the	
  divisive	
  and	
  marginalising	
  language	
  used	
  by	
  a	
  vocal	
  
minority	
  who	
  campaign	
  against	
  marriage	
  equality.	
  Our	
  concerns	
  about	
  the	
  negative	
  impact	
  a	
  
plebiscite	
  would	
  have	
  had	
  are	
  based	
  on	
  lived	
  experience	
  and	
  supported	
  by	
  research.	
  
	
  	
  
The	
  threat	
  of	
  a	
  plebiscite	
  has	
  us	
  working	
  together	
  and	
  more	
  organised	
  than	
  ever	
  before,	
  and	
  
our	
  momentum	
  is	
  strong	
  and	
  is	
  growing.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  
An	
  overwhelming	
  majority	
  of	
  the	
  Australian	
  people,	
  a	
  majority	
  of	
  both	
  houses	
  of	
  Parliament	
  
and	
  leaders	
  of	
  all	
  major	
  parties	
  support	
  marriage	
  equality.	
  We	
  have	
  never	
  had	
  so	
  much	
  
support	
  for	
  achieving	
  this	
  important	
  step	
  towards	
  every	
  Australian	
  having	
  the	
  same	
  
opportunities	
  as	
  their	
  neighbour.	
  
	
  	
  
If	
  all	
  members	
  of	
  Parliament	
  were	
  able	
  to	
  vote	
  freely	
  according	
  to	
  their	
  conscience	
  and	
  the	
  
proven	
  wishes	
  of	
  a	
  clear	
  majority	
  of	
  Australians,	
  we	
  would	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  finally	
  celebrate	
  our	
  
country	
  achieving	
  this	
  historic	
  reform.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  
Our	
  shared	
  goal	
  is	
  simple	
  –	
  we	
  want	
  marriage	
  equality	
  as	
  soon	
  as	
  possible.	
  The	
  most	
  
efficient	
  and	
  effective	
  way	
  of	
  achieving	
  marriage	
  equality	
  is	
  a	
  vote	
  in	
  Parliament,	
  a	
  power	
  
confirmed	
  by	
  the	
  High	
  Court	
  in	
  2013.	
  There	
  are	
  multiple	
  paths	
  to	
  this	
  vote	
  -­‐	
  none	
  of	
  which	
  
involve	
  a	
  plebiscite.	
  We	
  urge	
  Parliament	
  to	
  consider	
  all	
  options	
  available	
  to	
  achieve	
  this	
  
much	
  needed	
  reform	
  expeditiously.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
We	
  make	
  this	
  call	
  not	
  only	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  LGBTI	
  communities	
  and	
  their	
  families,	
  but	
  to	
  ensure	
  
future	
  generations	
  of	
  LGBTI	
  Australians	
  can	
  grow	
  up	
  knowing	
  they	
  are	
  equal	
  to	
  their	
  friends,	
  
family,	
  colleagues	
  and	
  all	
  other	
  Australians	
  under	
  the	
  law.	
  
	
  	
  
By	
  working	
  together,	
  Parliament	
  can	
  fix	
  this	
  inequality.	
  Therefore,	
  we	
  urge	
  Parliament	
  to	
  
take	
  the	
  following	
  actions	
  before	
  finishing	
  its	
  sitting	
  sessions	
  in	
  December:	
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1. We	
  call	
  on	
  the	
  leaders	
  of	
  all	
  the	
  parties	
  to	
  meet	
  to	
  determine	
  a	
  way	
  forward	
  that	
  
will	
  deliver	
  marriage	
  equality	
  through	
  a	
  Parliamentary	
  vote	
  as	
  soon	
  as	
  possible	
  in	
  
line	
  with	
  the	
  wishes	
  of	
  the	
  Australian	
  people	
  and	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  members	
  of	
  
Parliament;	
  and,	
  

2. Publicly	
  affirm	
  that	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  reform	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  decided	
  in	
  Parliament	
  and	
  not	
  
through	
  a	
  plebiscite.	
  

	
  	
  
We	
  remind	
  our	
  elected	
  representatives	
  of	
  former	
  Prime	
  Minister	
  Tony	
  Abbott’s	
  statement	
  
that	
  the	
  previous	
  Parliament	
  was	
  the	
  "last	
  Parliamentary	
  term	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  [Liberal]	
  party	
  
room	
  can	
  be	
  bound[1]”	
  on	
  marriage	
  equality.	
  This	
  commitment	
  should	
  be	
  upheld	
  in	
  this	
  
term.	
  
	
  	
  
We	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  build	
  on	
  the	
  growing	
  momentum	
  to	
  achieve	
  marriage	
  equality.	
  	
  We	
  will	
  
continue	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  the	
  nation’s	
  strong	
  and	
  diverse	
  support	
  for	
  marriage	
  equality	
  until	
  
LGBTI	
  people	
  are	
  afforded	
  the	
  dignity	
  and	
  equality	
  they	
  deserve.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

[1]	
  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-­‐08-­‐11/same-­‐sex-­‐marriage-­‐party-­‐room-­‐votes-­‐in-­‐
favour-­‐of-­‐status-­‐quo/6689678 
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