
A leterstick is used traditionally to deliver  
a message, via intermediaries, across long 
distances. It uses symbolic references to carry the 
intent of the sender’s communication. Lettersticks 
were often of hand size and made of wood with 
incisions or burnt markings. This letterstick is earth 
pigments on incised wood. 

This letterstick is one of four. It is a message  
to the Parliament of Australia from the Yolngu 
nations and more broadly the peoples of  
Northern Arnhem Land. 

On the right hand side of the letterstick the symbols 
for ŋärra’-parliament and the two Yolŋu pillars of 

society, Dhuwa and Yirritja, combine to speak of 
the Yolŋu parliaments. This is then juxtaposed with 
another symbol of ŋärra’-parliament and etchings 
of six states and two territories of the Australian 
nation. These symbols combine to speak of the 
parliaments of Australian jurisdiction. 

The subsequent message is one of the Yolŋu 
nations outlining the equal standing of their  
Ŋärra’ institution compared to Australian 
parliaments. It is therefore together a declaration 
of ongoing Yolŋu sovereignty while also being a 
diplomatic gesture of intent, and also invitation, to 
work toward a place of mutual acceptance between 
Yolŋu and Australian jurisdictions.
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