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The Baby Boomer Bust?
Australia Macrobusiness Unconventional Economist 13/2/11
The 21st century will be the century of old age, where declining birth rates meet longer life expectancies. This ageing of the population will affect many areas of the international economy, from consumption and growth to asset valuations. 

The impacts from ageing will likely be most acute in Western Nations, although some developing countries, most notably China, will also be negatively affected.  

Australia is not immune from these demographic headwinds. As shown by the below chart, for the past 25 years, Australia’s total dependency ratio – the ratio of the non-working population, both children and the elderly, to the working age population – has been in a demographic ‘sweet spot’. That is, there has been a high proportion of working age people supporting only a small pool of dependents. This ‘sweet spot’ has come about from two main factors:

The Baby Boomer generation – defined by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) as those born between 1946 and 1965 and comprising around 25% of Australia’s population - has been at working age; and~

http://macrobusiness.com.au/2011/02/the-baby-boomer-bust/
3106.0 Demography News, Feb 2011  Australia 
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/3106.0?OpenDocument
Tunisia rejects Italian proposal to police its coastline

Tunisia Italy Deutsch-Welle 14/2/11

Tunisia has rejected a proposal by Italy’s Interior Minister Roberto Maroni to deploy Italian police within the North African country to stop illegal immigrants, calling it "unacceptable."

The Tunisian government said Monday it was "ready to cooperate" with any governments but would not tolerate interference in its internal affairs.

"Tunisia ... expresses its surprise at this stance [from the Italian minister] and confirms that it categorically rejects any interference in its internal affairs or any infringement of its sovereignty," Tunisia's official news agency quoted the Foreign Ministry as saying.  Italian Foreign Minister Franco Frattini was to arrive in Tunis on Monday evening for talks with caretaker Prime Minister Mohamed Ghannouchi.
Since Wednesday, some 5,000 refugees have arrived on the Italian island of Lampedusa, according to local authorities. The majority are Tunisians seeking asylum in the wake of the political unrest that unseated President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali last month~

http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,14839413,00.html
	Immigration by the Numbers -- Off the Charts

USA NumbersUSA Roy Beck Video 9 minutes

A startling look at how U.S. immigration will add 300 million people to the country this century if immigration policies are not changed. This dramatic presentation of the latest Census data raises serious immigration questions about the ability of the country to achieve environmental sustainability and to meet the quality-of-life infrastructure needs of the national community considering current immigration policy.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muw22wTePqQ&feature=player_embedded
Canada’s immigration policy: Who is on the guest list?

Canada Globe & Mail Blog ARMINE YALNIZYAN 18/2/11

This week, the Minister of Immigration and Citizenship rightly noted that immigrants are Canada’s ticket to economic growth in the coming years.  The untold story is this: Canada’s growing reliance on newcomers is increasingly turning to temporary foreign workers -- “guest workers” -- rather than new immigrants and future citizens to propel growth.

The rise in the number of temporary foreign workers has accelerated over the past decade, most rapidly since 2006. Today their ranks eclipse those of economic immigrants.

Labour market shortages will grow in the coming years, as boomers retire in record numbers. How we bring people into Canada to meet our labour market needs will shape the evolving nature of Canada itself. Immigration and temporary foreign workers are two very different answers to the problem of how to sustain our standard of living.   Immigration is driven by people wanting to settle in this country, and the entry quotas are set by public policy to meet the public interest of Canadians. Temporary foreign work permits are issued to meet the needs of employers who, ostensibly, face labour shortages that cannot be addressed by Canadian workers. This process is not based on quotas. In principle and practice, there are no upper limits.

These workers are brought into Canada as, essentially, the guests of the employer. They have few rights (of which they are often unaware). They have no access to services available to other immigrants. Theirs is rarely a path to permanent residency.

In 2010, Canada allowed 182,322 temporary foreign workers to enter Canada to meet employers’ needs. This is the second-highest number on record, the highest being in 2008.~
~Whether unintentional or not, the shaping of public policy seems to be increasingly off-loaded to private sector interests rather than handled by those charged with addressing the public interest, which include but are broader than employers’ needs~
~The role of government is to protect the interests of Canadian workers as well as Canadian employers. That includes protecting the powerless from those willing to exploit our vulnerabilities. Backing away from that job turns immigration into a potential source of social tension, just as Canadians increasingly turn to immigrants to assure our economic future.

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/economy-lab/the-economists/canadas-immigration-policy-who-is-on-the-guest-list/article1913178/
Similar with great graph, excellent comments & diverse views attachment

http://www.thestar.com/opinion/editorials/article/940997--the-conservative-record-immigrants-see-a-harsher-canada
Perils of journey to Australia no deterrent to Somali refugees

Indonesia Australia Somalia Zamzam Aden, The Jakarta Post, Fri, 02/18/2011 

Ishwaq Osman (21) is a vivacious young Somali refugee woman who has been living in Jakarta for the last two years.  “At the start I could not get the lifestyle here, particularly the food. I was not used to spicy food,” said Osman while pinning her hijab under her chin. After six months Osman said she was eating “nasi goreng [fried rice] every second night.” 
In 2007 Osman left Somalia to study in Malaysia on a student visa. It was in Kuala Lumpur Osman first met a people smuggler known simply by the name Allen among the refugee community. He promised to assist anyone seeking to get into Australia. 
Allen was in fact Alaaeldeen Osman Abdalla El-Zain, a native of Sudan. He is said to be a prominent member of a highly-sophisticated people-smuggling syndicate based in Malaysia and Indonesia, charging clients as up to US$10,000 for passage on one of the illegal boats leaving Indonesian borders to Australia. It is, however, a trip many do not make. ~

http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2011/02/18/perils-journey-australia-no-deterrent-somali-refugees.html
Asylum seekers in Malaysia

Malaysia ABC Elizabeth Jackson 13/2/11

ELIZABETH JACKSON: Every year thousands of illegal migrants enter Malaysia fleeing persecution and searching for asylum or hoping to head further south to Australia.   But for the asylum seekers, making their way to Malaysia comes with big risks.  To combat people smuggling, Kuala Lumpur - with millions of dollars of support from Australia - has beefed up its maritime patrols.
Tough laws in Malaysia marginalise asylum seekers and those caught face long term detention.
Gavin Fang reports from Kuala Lumpur.  GAVIN FANG: I'm on patrol in the Straits of Malacca off Malaysia's west coast with the country's coastguard, the Maritime Enforcement Agency.  Formed six years ago mainly to tackle pirates, the agency is now playing a bigger role in Malaysia's clampdown on people smuggling.  In places along the Straits of Malacca it's just a few kilometres by boat across to the Indonesian islands off Sumatra, and commander Khoo Teng Chuan tells me that the many fishing villages conceal places where asylum seekers - dubbed illegal migrants in Malaysia - hide before trying to head south.
KHOO TENG CHUAN: This is one of the areas where they will bring the people out, so basically what the boat will do is they will come in here, embark the illegal immigrants and then they will leave from here.~

http://www.abc.net.au/correspondents/content/2011/s3137087.htm
Food, demography are invisible drivers in Egypt uprising 

Canada Egypt The Vancouver Sun  Richard Ingham, Agence France-Presse February 13, 2011

PARIS, Feb 13, 2011 (AFP) - Huge population growth and food insecurity count among the factors that fuelled the revolution in Egypt and serve as a caution for other countries facing human and environmental overload, say analysts.

Egypt — and Tunisia, Algeria and Yemen to a lesser extent — found itself in a perfect storm in which massive youth unemployment conjoined with hunger and resentment over poverty to threaten an authoritarian regime, they say.

In just 25 years, Egypt's population has risen by nearly two-thirds, from 50 million in 1985 to around 83 million today, with an average age of 24.

"The demographic change is very significant," said Jeffrey Sachs, director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University, New York.

The rise placed heavier burdens on housing and food production in a country that is mostly desert and depends almost entirely on a river that is in worrying decline, he said.~

 http://www.vancouversun.com/technology/Food+demography+invisible+drivers+Egypt+uprising/4273714/story.html#ixzz1E0U9s4KO
The politics behind the government’s welfare reform process

New Zealand Werewolf.co.nz  Gordon Campbell 15/2/11

Sometime during the week of February 21, the Welfare Working Group chaired by former Commerce Commission head Paula Rebstock will release its final report on welfare reform in New Zealand. From day one, the exercise has hardly been a wide-ranging or rigorous investigation. The WWG chose to fixate on a symptom (welfare dependency) selected a cause from its ideological kitbag (an alleged lack of personal motivation and of strong incentives to seek work) and shaped its policy recommendations to suit.

A long list of relevant issues have not been part of the WWG agenda. So far, the WWG’s investigations have not involved any substantial analysis of : ~

http://werewolf.co.nz/2011/02/ten-myths-about-welfare/
1,700 false asylum seekers returned to Serbia

	Serbia BE92 12 February 2011


 According to Serbian Interior Ministry’s information, 1,711 “false asylum seekers” were retuned to Serbia in 2010.  They go to Western European countries in search of a better life, Human and Minority Rights Ministry wrote in a statement. 
They were returned to Serbia after Serbian police had checked their identity and citizenship status and given their consent to return them to the country, it is said in the statement. It also adds that the EU has assessed that there is no political or ethnic persecution in Serbia and that the motives for asylum are strictly economic ones. 
The largest number of countries that Serbia has signed the readmission agreement with did not want to assume responsibility for financial and social reintegration of the citizens who were returned~

http://www.b92.net/eng/news/politics-article.php?yyyy=2011&mm=02&dd=12&nav_id=72682
28 gay Jamaicans granted asylum in US last year

Jamaica USA Jamaica Observer CMC, February 12, 2011

NEW YORK, United States — Immigration Equality, an organisation which works to secure asylum for individuals persecuted in their home country based on their sexual orientation, gender identity or HIV-status, said it won dozens of cases for clients from the Caribbean in 2010.

The organisation said that it won a record 101 cases last year.

"An overwhelming number of the victories, 38, were for clients from the Caribbean, with 28 of those for individuals from Jamaica,"; it said. There were four successful cases from Grenada.

"Other cases included 24 asylum seekers from Central and South America; 16 from Eastern Europe (including seven Russian clients); nine from the African continent and five from the Middle East."

The organisation, which maintains the largest network of pro bono attorneys, in addition to its in-house legal staff, is dedicated solely to seeking asylum for Lesbians, Gays, Bi-sexual and Transgender (LGBT) asylum seekers.

Immigration Equality said that it has 97 additional cases filed in 2010 which are awaiting a ruling, as well as several cases filed prior to 2010~

 http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/28-gay-Jamaicans-granted-asylum-in-US-last-year#ixzz1E0YWNIwg
Infrastructure: Should Australia Lose the Levy and Get Innovative?
Australia University of NSW Research February 2011
In the wake of the devastating Queensland floods, the federal government may be missing a major innovation opportunity by opting to fund infrastructure through a one-off levy. Michael Sherris, a professor of actuarial studies at the Australian School of Business, believes there's a chance to address two pressing issues – the need for infrastructure and population ageing – with inflation-indexed longevity bonds. His controversial idea has investors considering the possibilities. While some argue longevity risk needs to be tackled separately, an international expert suggests the only practical way to deal with the risk of people living longer is to pool, tranche and securitise it. Is now the time?
http://knowledge.asb.unsw.edu.au/article.cfm?articleId=1345
	No dual citizenship for now
Sri Lanka WWW.dailymaiiror .lk  Yohan Perera 19 FEBRUARY 2011
The department of Immigration had decided to discontinue applications submitted for dual citizenship temporary.  A notice from the department said the applications for the same would be discontinued while suspension would be applied to those who have already applications for dual citizenship.

No reason was given for the decision.  Department sources said the suspension would not be applicable for those who have already obtained dual citizenship.  According to the department dual citizenship is two fold - namely retention of citizenship and resumption of citizenship.

Retention is where a person retains the Sri Lankan citizenship when acquiring the citizenship of another country.   Resumption is resuming the Sri Lankan citizenship at a later point of time after losing it when acquiring citizenship of another country.  A person has to reach the age of 22 to obtain dual citizenship in Sri Lanka if he or she is an ex Sri Lankan holding a citizenship of another country or is qualified to receive citizenship of another country.
Countries that accept Sri Lankan dual citizenship are Australia, New Zeland, UK, France, Sweden, Switzerland, Italy, USA and Canada.

http://print.dailymirror.lk/news/news/36166.html
USA IMMIGRATION NEWS

USA Migrationexpert.com 17/2/11

Push to make US E-Verify immigration check mandatory

According to Republican Elton Gallegly – the chairman of a congressional immigration policy subcommittee, he is preparing a legislation that makes the US E-Verify checks mandatory for all business in the U.S.

Called E-Verify, the free online program run by U.S Citizenship and ImmigrationServices uses records from the Social Security Administration to instantly check an employee's US legal immigration status within seconds. As of now, the program is mandatory for federal agencies and contractors but voluntary for US businesses. Therefore, just 11 percent of the 7.7 million employers in the U.S use the system following a recent survey.

If the proposed legislation is approved, it will become compulsory for all US businesses to use the US E-Verify program to check the details of the US visas of any immigrants seeking employment in the US before hiring them. Many US House Republicans including Gallegly feel that undertaking E-Verify checks before giving jobs to immigrant workers will ensure that only those having legal US immigration status are hired after US citizens with requisite skills are not found for such jobs.~

http://www.migrationexpert.com/visa/us_immigration_news/2011/Feb/0/315/Push_to_make_US_E-Verify_immigration_check_mandatory
Melbourne set for eight million people in 2051

Australia Herald Sun John Masanauskas 19.2.11

MELBURNIANS should get excited about the city's rapid growth and take the emotion out of the population debate, says an influential lobby group.

The Committee for Melbourne, which represents more than 180 businesses and organisations, wants to educate people about the benefits of growth, with the city's population expected to be nearly eight million by 2051.  The group's CEO, Andrew MacLeod, said yesterday that his biggest frustration was that the population debate was populist and not pragmatic.

"We want to take the emotion out of the debate and put the logic back in," he said.  "Our parents took a city, doubled its size and improved its liveability. Melbourne is a much better city in 2010 on most levels than 1960.  "We have some congestion problems, we have some public transport problems, but our quality of life, our cultural experience, our cafes are much better."

But Mr MacLeod warned that unplanned growth would be a disaster and could lead to "horrible" conditions such as exist in cities like Manila.~

http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/victoria/melbourne-set-for-eight-million-people-in-2051/story-e6frf7kx-1226008356556
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