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PANELLISTS’ AND MODERATOR’S BIOS
Prof. Richard Herr OAM
Richard Herr taught at the University of Tasmania for thirty-six years and has held a variety of positions including Head of Department.  He earned a PhD in Political Science from Duke University and, during his academic career; he has written widely on aspects of parliamentary democracy, elections, South Pacific affairs, Antarctic politics, and marine resource policy.  Prof. Herr has held visiting appointments in New Caledonia, New Zealand, United States and the USSR.  He holds non-resident appointments as an Adjunct Professorial Fellow in the Centre for International and Regional Affairs at the University of Fiji and as an Affiliated Faculty member of Ocean Futures in Oslo, Norway.

Prof Herr has been an active researcher and adviser on representational democracy.  He was the co-founder of the Australasian Study of Parliament Group, which now includes all the parliaments (national, state and territory of Australia and New Zealand). 

In addition to his academic work, Prof. Herr has a successful parallel career in consultancy and community affairs.  As a consultant to the Local Government Office, he undertook "The Review of the 1994 Local Government Elections", a review that assisted in the introduction of postal balloting in Tasmanian local government elections.  Prof Herr has served as a consultant to the Governments of the Pacific Islands region on a range of organisational issues for nearly three decades and most recently on the restoration of parliamentary democracy in Fiji.  

He was awarded a Medal in the Order of Australia (OAM) in the 2007 Queen’s Birthday Honours List “for service to higher education in the field of political science, as a commentator on national and international political issues, and to the community.” 

Tel: 03 62293432

Email: R.A.Herr@utas.edu.au

Greg Barns 
Greg Barns is a barrister, writer and company director. He is a former adviser to New South Wales Premier Nick Greiner and federal Finance Minister John Fahey. Greg has written 3 books on Australian politics. He ran the 1999 Republic Referendum campaign.

Greg practices in Melbourne and Tasmania as a barrister specializing in criminal law and human rights.  He appeared in the 2008 Melbourne terrorism trial which was the subject of an SBS documentary shown earlier this month.  He is legal adviser to Prison Action Reform and a Director of the Australian Lawyers Alliance.
Greg is a weekly columnist with the Hobart Mercury, and a regular contributor to Crikey, the South China Morning Post and Online Opinion.  Greg has written for The Age, the Sydney Morning Herald, the Canberra Times, The Australian, The Independent (UK), the Vancouver Sun and the Globe and Mail.  

Greg is the non-executive of 4 small cap resource companies and is an Ambassador for Beyond Blue.   

Tel: 0419 691846

Email: republicone@ozemail.com.au

Margaret Reynolds

Margaret has a reputation for working for consensus across different political perspectives. In the Senate during the heat of the Pauline Hanson debate she successfully initiated the Parliamentary Code of Race Ethics which ultimately attracted multi partisan support. Her work on Senate Committees convinced her that so much more can be achieved when political adversaries work cooperatively. She served on the Council of Aboriginal Reconciliation for five years when it was vital to respect different views and find a common meeting point .

Margaret believes much more can be achieved across party lines and cites the recent “Tasmanian Tripartite Agreement on Disability” as an excellent example at the local level.

Margaret has extensive experience in social policy development and advocacy, working at local, state and federal government levels. She was elected to the Australian Senate 1983-1999.

As Minister for Local Government and the Status of Women 1987-1990 she developed a range of initiatives to highlight access and equity issues.  She represented the Australian Government on the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation 1991-1996. Margaret has worked with a number of international organizations to promote human rights and was National President of the United Nations Association of Australia 1999-2005 She has represented Australia at a number of U.N. Conferences and at the U.N. General Assembly in 1997.

Between 1999-2004, Margaret taught Human Rights and International Politics at the University of Queensland and is currently Adjunct Professor at the University of Tasmania where she coordinates international internships for Arts/Law students

Since 2004 Margaret has worked in disability policy and advocacy and is State Manager of National Disability Services based in Hobart. In October 2007 her book “Living Politics” tracing her career in Australian and international politics was released by University of Queensland Press.
Tel: 0418 181843

Email: Margaret.Reynolds@nds.org.au

Hon. Jim Wilkinson MLC
The Hon. James Scott "Jim" Wilkinson MLC (born 4 December 1951 in Hobart, Tasmania, Australia) is the member for the Division of Nelson in the Legislative Council of the Tasmanian Parliament. He is also a practising lawyer in Hobart. Jim is Chair of the Joint Select Committee on Ethical Conduct, established July 2008. Jim assisted researching and compiling the report Public Office is Public Trust which contains recommendations for the Tasmanian Integrity Commission. 
Tel: 0419 349251

Email: jim.wilkinson@parliament.tas.gov.au

Moderator

Associate Professor Kate Crowley 

Kate is an Associate Professor from the School of Government, University of Tasmania. She is an environmental policy academic with an interest in improved governance. She has Chaired the Tasmanian Environment Industry Council and the University's Board of Graduate Research. She is currently an elected member of the University of Tasmania Council, and Chairs the Tasmanian Climate Action Council.  She is also well published in the area of politics, policy and minority government.

Tel: 03 62262364 

Email: Kate.Crowley@utas.edu.au

For more details regarding Kate Crowley please review: http://fcms.its.utas.edu.au/arts/government/pagedetails.asp?lpersonId=2351
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